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NoTE To THE TEACHER 

This reader uses Canadian English spellings. listed below are words which 

differ from American English spellings. Canadian spellings are listed first, 

followed by the American spelling, and the pages on which they occur. 

behaviour - behavior: 100, 258 
centre(d) - center(ed): 50, 60, 68, 176, 246, 281 
colour(ed)(ful)(ing)(s) - color(ed)(ful)(ing)(s): 16, 63, 65, 66, 146, 147, 177, 

199, 255, 266, 384 
discoloured - discolored: 272 
favour(ite) - favor(ite): 97, 170, 226, 330, 406 
fibre(s) - fiber(s) 158, 159, 351 
flavour - flavor: 221, 412 
harbour(s) - harbor(s): 219, 224, 226, 227, 228, 231, 234, 235 
honour(able) - honor(able): 6, ll5, 207, 213, 215, 391, 426 
humour(ed) - humor(ed): 321, 426 
labour(ed) - labor(ed): 76, 195, 209, 289, 293, 296 
levelled - leveled: 242, 341 
marvelled(ous) - marveled(ous): 51, 150, 223 
meagre - meager: 245 
modelled(ing) - modeled(ing): 21, 22 
mould(ed)(s) - mold(ed)(s): 19, 21, 22, 145, 146, 147, 297, 364 
moult(ed) - molt(ed): 102 
neighbour(s)Qy)(ing)(bood) - neighbor(s)(ly)(ing)(bood): 29, 98, 108, 154, 184, 

185, 186, 187, 198, 251, 293, 297, 299, 306, 313, 314, 315, 368, 419 
odour(s) - odor(s): 272, 280, 360, 361, 389 
omelette - omelet: 27 4 
parlour - parlor: 330, 331 , 333, 415; 422 
pommelled - pommeled: 373 
practising - practicing: 412 
pyjamas - pajamas: 325 
quarrelled(ing) - quarreled(ing): 252, 284 
refuelling - refueling: 342, 343, 346 
rumour(ed) - rumor(ed): 290 
savoury - savory: 256 
shovelling - shoveling: 151, 352, 353 
shrivelled - shriveled: 310 
skilful - skillfull: 31, 290, 41 7 
smouldering - smoldering: 204 
splendour - splendor: 43 
theatres - theaters: 201 
travelled(er)(ing) - traveled(er)(ing): 49, 50, 67, 169, 175, 178, 212, 298, 360, 

393 
woolly - wooly: 406 
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THE FLIGHT OF THE SILVER DART 

PIONEER AIRMEN . 

B ras d'Or Lake is quite a big lake, blue and sparkling, 
nestling between the great rolling hills of Cape Breton 
at the northern tip of Nova Scotia. It is also a very famous 
lake, for from its ice in the year 1909 a young man named 
Douglas McCurdy made the first flight in Canada. 
T~e story of that first airplane flight goes back even 

further than 1909, back, indeed, to a sunny day in the 
1890's. On that day Douglas McCurdy, then just a small 
boy, was playing on the shore of Bras d'Or Lake, beside 
his home in the little town of Baddeck. Near him stood 
a tall white-haired man, throwing little chips of wood out 
onto the water. He would watch carefully which way the 
wind blew the chips and then make notes in a little book. 
After a while Douglas became very curious about this 
and went over to the rn:an. 
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"What are you doing?" 
"I am studying air currents," the man told him. 
"Why are you doing that?" 
"Because some day man will fly through the air just 

as he now sails on water, and for that reason we should 
know all about the air." 

"What's your name?" Douglas McCurdy wanted to 

know. 
The man smiled. "My name is Bell," he . said. That was 

a very modest way of putting it, for he was really Dr. 
Alexander Graham Bell, the famous inventor of the 
telephone. 

After that day Doctor Bell came do.wn often to the side 
of the lake. Sometimes he threw chips on the water and 
sometimes he flew small kites. Often he let young Douglas 
help him with the kites, and in this way Douglas became 
much interested in the idea of flying and even dreamed 
that he might be the first man ever to fly. 

When winter came, Doctor Bell wen.t back to his home 
in the United States, · but the following summer he was 
back again working in his fine home on the side of 
Beinn Breagh - which is Gaelic for Beautiful Mountain. 
Each winter he went away and each summer he returned 
to continue his experiments. As the years went on, the 
friendship grew between the young man and the old 
man, and Douglas's desire to fly became stronger than 
ever. 

In 1903, while Douglas McCurdy was still in school, 
the first pow~red flight in world history was made by the 
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Wright Brothers at Kittyhawk, North Carolina. But still 
no Canadian had flown, nor had an Englishman. 

Finally young Douglas was through school and read}'! 
for college. He left Baddeck then, left the beautiful lake 
and the blue mountain, . and went west to the Universi~ 
of Toronto, where he took up engineering. Doctor Bell 
had convinced him that engineering was his career. 

At the University he met another young man who 
wanted more than anything else to fly. His new friend 
was Casey Baldwin. They discussed all their ideas togeth~ 
and even went so far as to prepare plans and write papers 
on flying, which was thought by the college professor~ 
to be a rather foolish pastime. 

Down at Baddeck, Doctor Bell was still carrying on his 
experiments, now with much larger kites of all different 
s~apes. Some were towed by ha~d, others were pulled 
up in the air by horses, and still others were towed by 
a steamer out on the lake. In spite of all his work, he 
wasn't very close to building an airplane that would fly 
under its own power. One evening he and Mrs. Bell were 
discussing this, and she suggested that Doctor Bell get 
some young men to help him, young men with enthusiasm 
and a knowledge of engineering. 

"A capital idea," said Doctor Bell, "I'll send for young 
Douglas McCurdy and the friend he keeps writing me 
about." Thus it was that Douglas McCurdy and Case_1 
Baldwin received an invitation to come back to Baddeck 
and work with Doctor Bell in an attempt to build an 
airplane that would actually fly under its own power. 
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It was decided then to form an "Aerial Experiment 
Association" for the sole purpose of getting a man into 
the air. Doctor Bell was chairman of the association and 
Mrs. Bell put up the money - thirty-five thousand dollars. 
l'he association was formed in 1907, and in addition to 
Douglas McCurdy and Casey Baldwin there were two 
Americans, both friends of Doctor Bell. They were 
Lieutenant Tom Selfridge and Glenn Curtiss. Selfridge 
was a lieutenant in the American Army who, like Casey 
Baldwin, had always followed the flying experiments in 
other countries. Glenn Curtiss was a young motorcycle 
builder who had a reputation for building very fine 

gasoline engines. 
That year was a wonderful one at Baddeck. The young 

men lived together in a large house · on the side of Beinn 
Breagh overlooking the lake. They had a workshop 
nearby where they built kites and gliders of all shapes 
and sizes. Some of these gliders looked like a honeycomb, 
with thousands of little cells, but others . were regular 
biplanes - that is, they . had two main wings above each 

other. 
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